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ABSTRACT

The paper is an endeavour to revisit South Afrieestory in the Apartheid era, through two importaotels of
Nobel laureate author Nadine Gordimer. Her noveHlistically capture the social, political milied the period and
the immense impact historical movements have onlites of racially diverse people inhabiting a coommcountry.
The struggle for power in South Africa has alwagefb racially motivated, establishing white supreyraed dominion.
While history documents, facts and archives evesusijal fiction of protest literature is an amalgamthe underlying
affects and bearings such occurrences have on@e8pth fictional history opens the door for aléive versions of
historical storytelling. Alternative history is @i to understanding history beyond factual sclbigrwhere history and

fiction merge beyond defined demarcations of tlz aed unreal.
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“If you want to know the facts of the retreat fraioscow in 1815, you may read a history book; if yeant to
know what war is like and how people of a certéimetand background dealt with it as their persitaition,

you may read War and Peace.”
Nadine Gordimer (The Black Interpreter)

History, its production, circulation and documeitiat occur along with historical slippage, bias, jpdéce,
bigotry, omission and selection. Within a colordall post-colonial narrative frame, the imperialdage and its aftermath
emerge as an obvious phenomenon. To counter suatences, alternative history has come to the fonef Alternative
history is fiction representing history in a diféet way, challenging the factual documentation istdnical scholarship.
Alternative history or rather fictional history doaot simply mean ‘the untrue’ even though it itooed with imagination
and tainted with the writer’'s perception. Guntera&y had emphasized the importance of such alteen&istory;
“writers experience another view of history, whagaing on, another understanding of progress. &fitee must refresh
memory.”(5) Nadine Gordimer who dedicated her entiriting career in writing Anti-Apartheid fictioresorts to history
in order to present context, setting, environmet milieu of the Apartheid era in South Africa. dhgh her version of
the historical fiction, we get a glimpse of how nm@able events in history transform the course f&f &f different
characters, a panoramic view of society, comprisingeople belonging to different ethnic groupsrddmerhad once said
“I begin to think that my experience as a prodddh social phenomenon has relevance beyonddtsopal; it may be a
modest part of alternative history if pieced togeth with the experience of other writers.
" (That Other World that was Home). She furtheteddathat novels lik&/ar and Peacéell us about individuals during

the “retreat of Moscow” and their “personal sitoati. In her fiction too, we find how the personiakls of people intersect
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the historical process and it bears immense coresegs to them.

One major historic uprising that shocked the enticeld and stirred Gordimer deeply is, The Sowetiod&nts
drive against ‘Afrikaans medium decree’, which fmlcall black schools to have Afrikaans as the lagguof instruction
The movement also culminated as a protest agaitigtr dorms of injustice like Bantu Education andueational
segregation. On 16th June 1976, the protest nadhet violent, and indiscriminate shooting by tisdige killed more than
seven hundred students. The history is known tavibiéd, but what Gordimeroffers is the effect ofstevent on the lives
of individuals, which is often slipped or missedt au factual detailing. She wrote in the New YorkmEs about this
massacre of young children and how this was onpyretext’ for the white government to show supregnager innocent
black children, the real villain being the systef\partheid:

The proverbial box of matches in the hand of adchés set the house on fire--the house, in which 18
million blacks are confined, the house whose waatid bars is group areas, influx control, job restins

and pass laws. The Afrikaans language, associatédive police and Government officials, is indeed
"pretext,” standing for wrongs as old as whiteremacy. The agitator behind the revolt of thedrbih is
apartheid itself.(3)

In her novels likBurger's DaughterandA Sport of Naturewe find Gordimer mentioning the Soweto Students
Revolution (SSR) and how it plays a pivotal rolesiwcial conditioning of racial inferiority. WhilBurger's Daughter
discusses the event in process, the complicateid gmiitical circumstances, violence and sacrifafemany, beyond
divisions of color,A Sport of Naturepublished five years later talk about the afterthmaf the violent revolution.
Somewhere, the novels intersect and the charagieople, situations, events in Gordimer’s fictiees to overlap, merge
and blend to create a fine version of alternatiisohy. Similar and real characters, events anémstof Burger's
Daughtehave been mentioned several timeéiBport of NatureTherefore, it is not wrong to perceigeSport of Nature
has an extension of the ideas and thematic concérBarger's Daughter. WhilBurger's Daughterend with the people
of color including white protagonist Rosa Burgerinige detained by the state for aiding the studemgsolt,

A Sport of Naturelepicts a time when the revolt is over, and it bath positively and negatively affected peoplé/es

and a hope that Apartheid is soon coming to a ckosu

Burger's Daughtercontains a complete pamphlet of Soweto Studeneprésentative Council (S.S.R.C) in
verbatim. Written with incorrect spellings and fgujrammar, the pamphlet criticizes the Sowetosipg and challenges
the Apartheid government with another revolutionambreak. Rosa, we see is assisting the yound lolaitdren and is
subsumed within the struggle. She is concernedtahewoung black kids like their own mothers. $&&ches out to the
poor children handicapped by the violence and ts¢ieem to walk again through physiotherapy in ty biospital.

Suddenly, in the trying times we see Rosa trangfagrirom a sensual figure to a motherly, concerfigute:

...They say no one must break the boycott. And theddl it....They don't listen to me or their
mother...how d’you know every day theyre going tomm back alive ?-1 don't know what
I would do.- she was white, she never had a cbittly a lover with children by some other women. No
child but those who passed under her hands, whamast her work to put together again if that were
possible...”(345).

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent teditor@impactjournals.us




| History Fiction Interface: Revisiting History in Nadine Gordimer’s Burger's Daughter and a Sport of Ndure 1|5

Rosa’'s comments on the Soweto revolution refleet fiéct that she is now a matured individual and &as
complete understanding of the socio political ctods of South Africa. In other words she voicesd@mer’s thoughts on
liberty, justice and political freedom for the btsc She suggests that enough has been said andsedoby political
organizations, each endorsing a different ideolaggd modus operandi to fight out the system, withaefinite result
. It was the right time, when children took up tieal fight for the future of South Africa : “Thigrte it's coming from
the children of the people, teaching the fatheesANC, BPC, PAC, all of them, all the acronyms bastg to claim, to
catch up, the theory chasing events.”(348). Rosa @calls how her father prophetically realizedgldefore the actual
riot what the general public was asking for. Gorelilm emphasis and analysis of the revolt throughctiaracter of Rosa
reveals the chasm between ideological strugglenzaet demand and mass struggle. She translatesduple pvere losing
faith in different versions of different leadersoprising the Future yet not quite getting near @.t&e youth took up the
struggle and joined hands in the streets withcaifélar of the bullets:

...but they kept on walking towards the police argl glans. You know how it is they understand what it
is they want...Rights, no concessions. Their coumtog,ghettos allotted within it, or tribal ‘homeldsi
parcelled out. The wealth created with their fathand mothers’ labor and transformed into the gvhit
man’s dividends. Power over their own lives instefda destiny invented, decreed and enforced by

white governments..."(349).

Gordimer was criticized and her work was bannedpfapagating Anti- Apartheid movement by the Afrika
government. In her defence Gordimer wrote an artMlhat the Book is About’ to counter and justifyegy point picked

up by the commission:

| reproduced the document because my stylistigiitieas a writer demanded it: it is necessary pért
the book as whole. | reproduced it because it isedimnes essential, for the total concept of a wafrk

fiction, to incorporate blunt documentary evideiteontrast to the fuller, fictive version of even(2)

Reading this comment, a reader can rightly decifieerealistic approach, truthful presentationhef scenario by
Gordimer with the human touch which documents sfdny pages lack. When Rosa talks about the inageg of Bantu
Education and its inferior quality we feel not orthe pain and anguish behind the student’s rewaitadtso the same
desperation as the black kids, facing bullets bar ight to education: “The kind of education theldren’ve rebelled
against is evident enough they can't spell and tbeyt formulate their elation and anguish. But wnwhy they're
dying.”(349)

In A Sport of Nature®n the contrary, the movement and its effect &eudsed obliquely through a prison letter of
Sasha, and there is no direct reference or deixripf the Student’s Revolution. The narrative &itite possibility that the
revolution is at its last stage and will soon benow to an end. However, the closing years arebaneft of complications
or impediments. In fact, the effect of the revadatihighly complicates interracial relations and igbconditions.
After boycotting the Bantu Education system theckdastopped attending schools to show solidarityht® Soweto
Students Research Council (S.S.R.C). It was theatter of pride and ego not to attend schools ackimg run by whites

and completely refuse all kinds of charity or sythya
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Happened to the smiling, grateful kids who useddme to free classes at the old church on Satwday
two... They boycotted the Bantu Education that madeecessary for them to receive white charity

coaching; they got shot at tear gassed...” (334)

In such a condition, when blacks refused every loadielp from the whites, compassionate white pedike
Paula, having dedicated their entire lives in t@aghblack kids had nothing better do to but leavaut8 Africa.
It even resulted in a form of reverse racism, wBttks hurled racial abuses at whites. Sasha, agyatite man serving
a prison for aiding the blacks resents and regsaeth behaviour, yet at the same time realizes whitere still in a
privileged, superior position than the blacks ie #fame nation. While black kids were facing the ¢, bullets everyday

white children were shielded from the idea of det#lf. The disparity becomes evident in the faflog words of Sasha:

... Why should | be called a whitey? | didn't every skaffir’ in my life...They boycotted the Bantu
Education that made it necessary for them to receiite charity coaching, they got shot at and-tear
gassed ...ther've been funerals for many of them ..t8Vkids don’t even know what death is, we were
kept away from funerals for fear of upsetting ugagb®logically(334)

But, the successive generations and the youtheop#ériod remained uneducated and illiterate, wiiaturally

barred them from taking up jobs or finding employt@ther than those which involved physical labor.

In A Sport of NatureGordimer also laments the insensibility of raeialr, how people become numb to all kinds
of feeling whether pain or happiness. There remrmairguilt, no remorse and no onus, everything ggtimashed and
subsumed into the hatred of racial profiling, fegli of revenge and counter revenge. The violergestiarted with the
Soweto Students Revolt created a mad frenzy amqraggile of both races, feelings of hatred, andeseged desires for
revenge and counter revenge lead to a kind of fdaliodness”. Then people had lost all sense a§oraand compassion
only hacking one another out of deep-seated angerage. In such a situation all human identitysdest in the swirl of
the faceless enemy:

No one is on record for feeling of any remorse.tingi the police nor soldiers who shoot blacks every
day, nor the blacks who kill- no, not their own pkxy which is what the whites are saying —but those
who are not their own, anymore: who have lostdghtity but that of enemies. There’s color- blinsthe

for you at last... (334)

Another major historical movement/event in Southidsfn Apartheid history that occupies consideradgace
and importance in Gordimer’s novels is ‘The BlactnScious Movement’. The Black Consciousness MovéraM)
was a mass Anti-Apartheid activist movement thgieaped in South Africa in the mid-1960s out of paditical void
created by the imprisoning and banning of the AfmidNational Congress and Pan Africanist Congreadelship,
especially after the Sharpeville Massacre. The B@ptesented a social, political movement of pallticonsciousness
amongst the black people of South Africa. The Bl@ckisciousness Movement is also synonymous wifloitsder, Steve
Biko, a student leader of South African Studentgadization (SASO) and the father of the movemeht Tollowing
extract from his book | Write What | Like foregraisthe basic ideas of the movement:

Black Consciousness is in essence the realizafitinedblack man of the need to rally together wiih
brothers around the cause of their operation- thekhess of their skin- to operate as a group deioto
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rid themselves of the shackles that bind them tpgiaal servitude. It seeks to demonstrate théhhe

black is an aberration from the “normal” which ikite... (2)

The BCM criticized what they saw as customary whidkies, especially the prejudiced, condescendahges of
white people. They refused to involve white libefdibst importantly, it emphasized the rejectionndfite monopoly on
truth as a central tenet of their movement. WHilevas a new consciousness rising, awareness datient&ement; it
complicated the lives of people. Its complete ripec of white support or sympathy was viewed astlagoform of
extremism and radicalism. The movement, its effeed consequence can be analyzed in the n®uaiger's Daughter
and A Sport of Natureby applying two different textual analyzing tedaumés. InBurger's Daughtersince the entire
discussion takes place as a debate and converdagdioveen a group young people, Catherine Belsdw®ry on
interrogative novel may be applied. On the contramyA Sport of Naturethe discussion on the Black Consciousness
movement occur through the prison letters of Sasith the narrative alternating between first anddthperson.
The narrative thus voices the general perspecthe author’'s viewpoint simultaneously. The points iaffersection
between the two novels ensue when Sasha links ldek EConsciousness movement with the ideas of camsthileader
Bram Fischer and mentions Lionel Burger.

Catherine Belsey defines the interrogative novel as

. In other words the interrogative novel refusessiagle point of view, however complex and
comprehensive, but brings a point of view into soteed collision or contradiction. It therefore usés
the hierarchy of discourses of classical realisch@m authorial and no authoritative discourse oiota
single position which is the place of coherence medning. (13)

This theory of the interrogative novel presents|aerspectives of Black Consciousness among stademd
simultaneously the white and non-black perspecti8ace it is a conversation, as Besley points thete is the refusal of
a single point of view; in fact it helps to voiceultifarious opinions on the movement. It must aleve a coherent,
transparent clear meaning, but the structure afiraemts should be like a ‘prism’ from which diffetemeanings can be
generated as one continues to analyze. In Marise&ajs house we find a long polemic argument batwegerans of the
ANC, a white journalist endorsing the communistrp®iof view and a young proponent of the Black €Cmmssness. What
we witness is that even within the movement theeedifferences and fissures. Dhladla argues thatiBConsciousness
ideology is not in tune with the perspectives @& tider people who are ready to compromise and piaditical ideas are
inadequate as they still accept the slave statddaok up to their masters to liberate them. Olé&sris more concerned
about the capitalist, communist bourgeoisie effelis. views are that people who would only benefit of the movement
are the “promoters and businessmen”; the workiagscivould struggle, die and remain within the Idwesg of society.
The doubt remains, various subjects are openetenpions, and conflicting ideas may not bring ogbhution, but they
help us develop perspectives and widens experid@esgey also states the dialogue is not supposguade definite
answers, solution or meaning to the questions daiGardiner too said “truth begins in dialogue” @his a quote from

Nietzche. In support of this argument critic Sak&onarites that:

The dialogue occurs in Gordimer when there is riinide resolution, but continuous negotiations of
moral and ideological positions throughout the pescof development. This is because in the world,

there is no certainty of a unified voice, or a @ms about social/moral values and principles.
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Therefore, there is no single privileged discours¢he protagonist, but all conflicting ideologiaad
discourses are brought into question and negotiditeth different positions and from various

perspectives. (8)

In fact, since the characters in Gordimer’s fictgpeak without quotation marks, relying only onhadgsand gaps
it is impossible sometimes to decipher correctlyiclvtcharacter is speaking when. It is perhaps dhelelte strategy to

avoid making the statement's context specific aaling them more universal.

The pike had written in his book that the movenisatks to infuse the black community with a newrfdypride
in themselves, their efforts, their value systethsijr culture, their religion and their outlooklife.”(Biko 20) Following
him closely, we see the Black Consciousness Movermempletely rejected white liberal support andeiférence,
preaching a kind of reverse racism. Blacks were adwised to be racist and unite under the black sknbrella. No
doubt it motivated and united the blacks, but éated another form of segregation, debarring théeslcompletely from
the liberation struggle. Somewhere the idea ofrarnon future for South Africa was fading into theation of a black
South Africa. It is at this point th&urger's Daughterand A Sport of Naturecollide. We see the similarity of opinion
between black consciousness revolutionarieBurger's Daughterand Sasha a white prisonerAnSport of NatureBoth
establish liberalism's failure in relation to sdeialities and racial laws. White liberals haverays been the master or the
leader furthering the cause and black men their hhefollowers. It was time to turn the tables ov&kpartheid is
breaking down strangely... The main other thing wiaanging... Blacks of all kinds and ages were deciavhgt had to
be done and how to do it."(222). The following qudbregrounds the similarity in opinion and undansing between

radical black revolutionaries and Sasha’s pristteis:

Black revolutionaries said, Blackness is the bla@n refusing to believe the white man’s way of iffe
the best for blacks. -... It is not a class struggleblacks it is a race struggle. The main reastry w
we're still where we are ids blacks haven't unigedblacks because we're told all the time to de ib
be racist... White liberals run around telling blacks immoral to unite as blacks, we're all human
beings, it's just too bad there’s white racism,just need to get together, ‘things are changing’ ,must
work out together the solution... Whites don'’t craditwith the intelligence to know what we want! We

don't need their solutions.”(163)

Sasha also reasons why the blacks decided to umiter the racial bar and admit the failure of wiibenmunist
liberalism and how the ANC only responded to whhitevliberals said. It is ironical that on one hahd campaign called
black men ‘brothers’ and fellow comrades yet netheught it to be necessary to ask their opiniormdow them with
leadership and equal opportunity of participatibheir continuous effort to negotiate with the whittikaner government
did not bring any concrete transformation. The Ifiled down was when the ANC could not convince @odpel the

Apartheid Government to bring an end to the viodeimflicted on schoolchildren;

We whites do not know how to deal with the facthaé death when children in full knowledge of what
can happen... It seems old white adversaries miglcbepted, but white liberals will never be forgive

for their inability to come to power and free tHadks (Windows 65)

The breakdown or collapse of liberal ideas alsaix@ Occasion For Loving (1963) and The Late Beoisie

World (1966). The Black Consciousness Movementesfawith a lot of conflicting designs between thd guards, the
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new generation, the younger radicals and ancieetdis. Therefore the radical commitment for corgpkEmancipation,
independent of white help was a huge challenge Gmrtlimer presents its future and its course adbadn a positive
light. The narrative stresses on the achievemesinafar black revolution in neighbouring countres the defeat of the
Political colonized armies in Angola and Mozambigthee collapse of White Rhodesia, end of Southo&fsg occupation

of Namibia brought about by SWAPO's fighters oemiational pressure, these are what they are \géibin’( 311)

In an article in the New York Times of May 31 eletit “The Race Barrier That Must Be Destroyed”, PBarck,
talks about her solution for the “race problemssiag in a multiracial colonized country (3). Obgeag the discrimination
and exploitation of the colonial people and thendsment against imperialist domination, she asseatsthe “colored man
is no longer willing to endure his inferiority.” 8tconcludes that in the future such colonized statast “hew out their
course not according to past lines of race and mmpiut along new lines of common humanity and coetpe
equality.”(4) But at no point in her long articleas she explain what this “cooperative equalityagsually and how the
masses and their colonial government should negot@itics and social scientists have thereforestjaned and tried to
figure what exactly is this cooperative equalit@obperative equality’ could mean socialism. Or sbhald also mean
Capitalism along the lines of American “democracyhis assumption comes because she says it isdJBitates, not

Great Britain, which would in the future decide thestiny of the colonial countries.
Clingman defines fictional history as:

Fiction deals with an area of historical activitaccessible to the sciences of greater externétiyarea
in which historical process is registered as tHgexiive consciousness of individuals in socieigtidn
gives history from the inside. (33)

CONCLUSIONS

In tune with this definition of Clingman, Gordimevith a career, spanning almost the precisely thireen
hegemony of the Apartheid era, successfully praseith persistent rationality this alternative bist“from the inside”. It
is very easy for authors to get biased and opitézhsvhen writing about a particular cause and theBug, Gordimer
maintains that perfect equilibrium in presentintuathistorical events and the views, opinionstisgents and thoughts of
different, diverse people within the South Africeaciety. Therefore, the words rationality and jimlisness can be aptly
applied to her fiction. Gordimer, by virtue of thiecumstances around her channelized her art axpuession of protest
against anti-human forces governing and controlling lives of nonwhites in South Africa. Her novdisautifully
amalgamate the history fiction interface and irteca articulating a balanced, non-violent, neutetl non-prejudiced

protest literature.
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